
 
APPEAL FOR 

Release of and Drop Charge against Mr. Mam Sonando, Mr. Rong Chhun,  
Mr. Men Nath, Mr. Chea Mony and Mr. Ir Channa 

 
Mr. Rong Chhun, the President of the Cambodian Independent Teacher’s Association was arrested 
last October 14, 2005 for speaking out on his personal views regarding the state of the Cambodia-
Vietnam Border issue.   
 
A warrant of arrest was also issued against Mr. Men Nath, the President of the Cambodia 
Independent Civil-Servant Association (CICA), Mr. Chea Mony, the President of the Free Trade 
Union Workers of Kingdom of Cambodia (FTUWKC) and Mr. Ir Channa, the Deputy Secretary-
General of the Students Movement for Democracy (SMD). 
 
The arrest and the warrant of arrest issued against the four leaders were based on charges of 
defamation under the Article 63 of the UNTAC Law brought about by a lawsuit filed by Prime 
Minister Hun Sen on people who publicly opposed the recently border treaty negotiated with 
Vietnam.  The four leaders are members of the Cambodia Watchdog Council that monitor the 
government activities.   
 
A few days earlier, Mr. Mam Sonando, owner of the Beehive FM105 radio station, was arrested 
under similar charges,  
 
We are seriously concern that their freedom of expression was denied them with the issuance of the 
arrest warrants and the eventual arrest of Mr. Rong Chhun. We are very concern that the democratic 
space in Cambodia is tightening. 
 
With lack of trust in the judicial system currently in Cambodia, we are very concerned that Mr. 
Rong Chhung will not have a fair trial.  The arrest of Mr. Mam Sonando and Mr. Rong Chhun will 
negatively be a threat to press reporters, trade unions, and civil society.  It could also affect the 
rights to disseminate and received information and expression of opinion that are assured by article 
41 of the 1993 Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia.   
 
We strongly appeal to the Royal Government of Cambodia to withdraw the complaint and the 
Municipal court to drop charges against Mr. Mam Sonando, Mr. Rong Chhun, Mr. Mem Nath, Mr. 
Chea Mony and Mr. Ir Channa.   
 
We strongly urge the immediate release of Mr. Mam Sonando and Mr. Rong Chhun 
 

 
Phnom Penh, 20 October 2005 

 
 
For further information, please contact organizations as below: 

 
 
Cambodian independent Teachers’ Association (CITA) 
Email: cita@online.com.kh  
Tel: (855-23) 217 544  
 
Cambodian Independent of Civil-Servants Association (CICA) 
Email: cica_association@yahoo.com    
Tel: (855) 23 210 481 



 
Free Trade Union Workers of Kingdom of Cambodia (FTUWKC) 
Email: ftuwkc@forum.org.kh  
Tel: (855-23) 216 870 
 
Cambodian Tourism and Service Workers Federation (CTSWF) 
Email: ctswf@bigpond.com.kh 
Tel: (855-23) 211 474 
 
Coalition of Cambodia Apparel Workers Democratic Union (C.CAWDU)  
Email: c.cawdu@forum.org.com   
Tel: (855-23) 210 481 
 
Independent Democratic of Informal Economic Association (IDEA) 
Email: c.cawdu@forum.org.com   
Tel: (855-23) 210 481 
 
Khmer Students Association (KSA) 
Email: ksakhmer@yahoo.com  
Tel: (855-23) 223 197  
 
Lean Chinda Law Firm (LCLF) 
Email:  
Tel: (855-23) 994 765 

 
Cambodian Center for Human Rights (CCHR)  
Email: apr@cchr-cambodian.org  
Tel: (855-23) 220 374 
 
American Center for International Labor Solidarity (ACILS) 
Email: nanacils@yahoo.com 
Tel: (855-23) 881 202 
 
Community Legal Education Center (CLEC)  
Email: virakyeng@clec.org.kh  
Tel: (855-23) 215 590 
 



esckþIGMBavnav 
sMu[mankaredaHElg nigelIkElgkarecaTRbkan;cMeBaH elak r:ug Qun  

elak m:m sUNg;dU elak Ca munIñ elak Em:n Nat elak eGor can;Na 
 
 

elak r:ug Qun RbFansmaKmRKUbeRgonkm<úCaÉkraCü RtUv)ancab;xøÜnkalBIéf¶TI14 Extula qñaM2005 
edaysarEtkarbeBa©jTsSn³enAkñúgesckþIEføgkarrbs;Kat;EdlTak;TgnwgbBaðaRBMEdn.  

 

CamYyKñaenaHEdrk¾mandIkarcab;xøÜn elak Em:n Nat RbFansmaKmmRnþIraCkarÉkraCükm<úCa elak CamunñI 
RbFanshCIBesrIkmµkrénRBHraCaNacRkkm<úCanig elak eGor can;Na GKÁelxaFikarrgénclnanisiSt 
edIm,IliT§iRbCaFibetyü. karcab;xøÜn nigdIkarcab;xøÜncMeBaHemdwknaMTaMgbYnenHKWeKecaTRbkan;BIbTbrihaekrþ× 
EdlmanEcgenAkñúgmaRtaTI63 énc,ab;RBhµTNÐGnþrkal ¬G‘untak;¦ EdlbþwgedaysemþcnaykrdæmRnþI      
h‘un Esn cMeBaHGñkNaEdl)anCMTas;CacMhreTAnwgkarcrcarGnusBaØaCamYynwgevotNamnaeBlfµI²enH. 
GñkdwknaMTaMgbYnGñkenHKWCasmaCikénRkumRbwkSaXøaMemIlkm<úCaEdltamsegátral;skmµPaBTaMgLayrbs;rdæa
Pi)al.  
 
 

b:unµanéf¶munenHelak m:m sUNg;dUr EdlCam©as;viTüúsMbukXµMú FM105 k¾RtUv)ancab;xøÜneRkamkarecaT 
Rbkan;RsedogKñaenHEdr.  
 
 

eyIgTaMgGs;KñamankarRBYy)armÖy:agxøaMgcMeBaHesrIPaBkñúgkarbeBa©jmtiEdlRtUv)aneKhamXat;edayecj 
dIkarcab;xøÜndUcCakarcab;xøÜnelak r:ug Qun CaedIm. BYkeyIgk¾mankarRBYy)armÖy:agxøaMgcMeBaHclnaedIm,IliT§i 
RbCaFibetyükMBugRtUv)anrwtbnþwg.  

 
 

edaysarkgVHkarTukcitþcMeBaHRbB½n§tulakarenAkm<úCa eyIgTaMgGs;KñamankarRBYy)armÖfa elak r:ug Qun 
nwgTTYl)annUvPaBGyutþiFm’. karcab;xøÜnelak m:m sUNg;dUr nig elak r:ug Qun     vaCH\T§iBlGaRkk;Edl 
nwgKMramkMEhgdl;GñksarBt’man sgÁmsIuvil ehIyvak¾CH\T§iBlpgEdrdl;siT§ikñúgkarEckcaysarB’tman 
nigsiT§ikñúgkarsMEdgmtiEdlRtUv)anFanakñúgmaRtaTI41énc,ab;rdæFmnuBaØrbs;RBHraCaNacRkkm<úCaqñaM1993. 
 
 

eyIgsUmGMBavnavy:agTTUcdl;raCrd§aPi)alkm<úCasUmdkBakübNþwgehIysUm[tulakarRkugelIkElgkareca
T Rbkan; elak m:m sUNg;dUr  elak Ca munñI  elak Em:n Nat  elak r:ug Qun nwg elak eGor can;Na.    
 

eyIg´TaMgGs;KñasUmTamTay:agTTYceGaymankaredaHElg elak m:m sUNg;dUr nig elak r:ug Qun 
naeBlqab;²enH .        
         PñMeBj éf¶TI20 Extula qñaM2005 



sRmab;B½t’manbEnßm sUmTak;Tg³ 
 
smaKmRKUbeRgonkm<úCaÉkraCü 
GIuem:l: cita@online.com.kh TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 217 544  
 

smaKmmRnþIraCkarÉkraCü 
GIuem:l: cica_association@yahoo.com TUrs½BÞ: (855) 23 210 481 
 

shCIBesrIkmµkrénRBHraCaNacRkkm<úCa 
GIuem:l: ftuwkc@forum.org.kh  TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 216 870 
 

shB½n§shCiBkmµkrnieyaCikvis½yeTscresvakmµkm<úCa 
GIuem:l: ctswf@bigpond.com.kh    TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 211 474 
 

sm<½nshCiBRbCaFibetyükmµkrkat;edkm<úCa 
GIuem:l: c.cawdu@forum.org.com  TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 210 481 
 

smaKmRbCaFibetyüÉkraCüénesdækic©eRkARbB½næ 
GIuem:l: c.cawdu@forum.org.com   TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 210 481  
 

smaKmnisSitExµr 
GIuem:l: ksakhmer@yahoo.com   TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 223 197 
 

kariyal½yemFavI elon cinþa 
TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 994 765 
 

mCÆmNÐlsiTi§mnusSkmú<Ca 
GIuem:l: apr@cchr-cambodian.org   TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 220 374 
 

mCÆmNÐlGaemrickaMgsRmab;samKÁIPaBkargarGnþrCati 
GIuem:l: nanacils@yahoo.com   TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 881 202 
 

mCÆmNÐlGb;rMc,ab;sRmab;shKmn¾ 
GIuem:l: virakyeng@clec.org.kh   TUrs½BÞ: (855-23) 215 590  


